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sessments – November 

28 – December 9 

Vocal Music Concert – 

6:30 PM December 6  

Band Concert – 6:30 

December 13 

Semester Tests – De-

cember 12 - 16 

Winter Break (No 

School) – December 17 

– January 3 

January 4 – Students 

return to school.  Be-

ginning of second se-

mester 

January 6 – Report 

cards sent home with 

students 

 

Blake Thomas 

Principal 

It is hard to believe 

that first semester is 

almost over!  Usually I 

can get long-winded in 

the newsletter arti-

cles, but this time I 

will keep it short and 

sweet.  Thank you for 

encouraging your stu-

dents and working 

with us to help them 

grow.  The overwhelm-

ing majority of stu-

dents really work hard, 

follow procedures, and 

represent CMS in great 

ways.  I am so proud of 

our students and all 

the faculty of Central 

Middle School. 

Please continue to en-

courage your students 

to come to school and 

put forth effort every 

day.  If they will con-

tinue to do that, then 

they will be successful 

in school and life!  I 

hope you have a won-

derful and restful holi-

day season.  I look for-

ward to a great second 

semester! 

Important Dates: 

Alpha Plus Interim As-
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Cougar Tracks 

THANK YOU! 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

CMS Collects 
Box Tops For Education 

 

 

For each Box Top you clip and 
send to school, CMS earns 
10¢. That may not sound like a 
lot, but it adds up. CMS earned 
almost $1,000 last school year, 
and was able to purchase badly 
needed accessory for our com-
puter labs. 
 

You can find more information 
and other ways to participate in 
Box Tops for Education, and 
help CMS at the same time, 
here. 

ses will be scheduled in 

to browse and 

shop.  PLUS, this year 

there are TWO Parent 

nights.  Both Dec 6 and 

13 from 6 PM to 8 PM 

will be open in the eve-

nings for parents to 

attend the Book Fair 

while also enjoying 

their students perform 

during Vocal Music 

and Band Holiday Per-

formances. 

Running Club – the 

club is collecting hy-

giene items to make 

bags for the homeless 

shelter.  Students will 

participate in the Jin-

gle Jog 5K.  The club 

will begin the official ½ 

marathon training pro-

gram for the OKC Me-

morial Marathon. 

Military Child Club 

– club members will 

have a Christmas 

Cookie Exchange on 

December 15th @ 1530 

in the Plaza.  We will 

sponsor the monthly 

BINGO game at the 

Veterans Home on De-

cember 10th @1400.  

Library News—Plan 

now to attend this 

year’s Scholastic Book 

Fair:  December 5 – 

13.  All Reading Clas-
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CMS 2016 Holiday Tree 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/all-about-boxtops


Ms. Ricci’s Reading 

classes and Ms. Pen-

nington’s Math clas-

ses will be wrapping 

up their second Alpha 

Plus assessments for 

the year. In all clas-

ses, students will be 

reviewing in the next week or so to pre-

pare for their semester tests. In sixth 

grade, semester tests consist of multiple 

choice and an essay portion. The semester 

test and essay account for 10 percent of 

their final grade, so it is important that 

students do their very best on them. We 

also would ask for parents who are able to 

send some extra boxes of tissues to school 

to please do so. It’s sniffling season, and 

many of our classrooms are going through 

them quickly. Hand sanitizer and disin-

fectant wipes are always welcome dona-

tions as well! We wish you all a wonderful 

winter break! Thank you for all you do. 

7TH GRADE TEAM SPARTANS WRAPPING UP FIRST SEMESTER 

past few weeks, we’ve taken a look at the 

United States’ election process, the regions 

and economies of the U.S., and the history 

and culture of Americans. Later this week 

we will dive into the eight elements of cul-

ture: language, religion, art, social groups, 

history, government, daily life, and the econ-

omy.  We will begin reading “ I am Malala: 

the Girl Who Stood Up for Education” by 

Malala Yousafzai in order to develop a better 

understanding of a culture different from our 

own.  

In Math, we are reviewing the 1st semester 

and taking the 2nd Benchmark. Students 

should be able to solve equations and work 

with integers, fractions, decimals, and per-

centages. 

Mrs. Miller’s reading class has been sharp-

ening their inferring skills by identifying 

types of text structures.  We will be taking 

our Alpha Plus Benchmark tests next Tues-

day and Wednesday and then preparing for 

our semester essays.  

Ms. Smith’s English classes are wrapping up 

the semester by learning to evaluate differ-

ent types of media and the reliability and 

validity of the information gathered. That 

will take us right to the end of the semester 

with our semester final exams. 

6TH GRADE TEAM GEARING UP FOR SEMESTER’S END 

Team Odin is gearing up for 

the end of the semester.  It’s 

going to be hectic and busy.  

We wish all of our students a 

safe and happy holiday 

break. 

With the beginnings of win-

ter, scientists are learning 

about the methods of heat 

transfer. This research will 

culminate in an engineering challenge to 

build the most effective insulation system for 

a house.  

Mrs. Pool’s class is in the process of finishing 

a unit on the United States. Throughout the 
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7TH GRADE TEAM GRYPHONS BUSY, BUSY, BUSY! 

taking the second Alpha Plus bench-

mark assessment, finishing our novel 

study on S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders, 

and comparing the novel to its 1983 

Francis Ford Coppola film adaptation. 

Students will complete an end of novel 

assessment that serves as their semes-

ter test. 

Geography – Students will explore 

South Africa and the effects of Apart-

heid. Students will prepare for an take 

the semester test. 

ELA – writing informative essays and 

preparing for semester exams. 

Science and Math – preparing for the 

semester exams.  

Seventh grade Team Spartan is busy 

wrapping up the 

first semester of the 

2016-17 CMS school 

year. 

Reading - Through-

out the month of 

December we will be 

finishing up our unit on World Reli-

gions, and are reviewing for the Semes-

ter Exam. 

Gryphons’ December schedule: 

Thursday, December 1st – Gifted & 

Talented pull-outs during 5th & 6th 

hours. 

Thursday & Friday, December 1st & 

2nd – Reading Alpha Plus Benchmark 

Tuesday & Wednesday, December 6th 

& 7th – Math Alpha Plus Benchmark/

Semester Test  

Thursday, December 8th – Gryphons 

visit/preview the Book Fair.  

Monday, December 12th – Geography 

Semester Test and Language Arts and 

Reading Semester Test  

Tuesday, December 13th – Gryphons 

serve as announcers at Cougar Call. 

Wednesday, December 14th – Students 

will clean out lockers; you may want to 

send an empty backpack! 

Thursday, December 15th – Science 

Semester Test 

Friday, December 16th - Gryphons 

serve as announcers at Cougar Call. 

The Gryphons will have a very busy 

month! In Science, we will be learning 

about the different types of energy, en-

ergy transfer, and energy resources.  

We are continuing our novel, The Out-

siders, in Reading and identifying and 

working with types of figurative lan-

guage. In Language Arts, we are finish-

ing up our informational unit. We will 

also working on subject verb agreement 

and dangling and misplaced modifiers. 

We are currently solving equations in 

Math, and we will start working on one-

step inequalities and the distributive 

property soon.  In Geography, we just 

participated in the Geography Bee, are 
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8TH GRADE TEAM BIG FOOT: HOO EATS WHO? AND MORE 

sank for an informational essay.  

Science is finishing up the semester 

by learning about chemical reactions.  

We will be doing a fun lab that is a 

chemical reaction on Friday, Dec. 2, 

2017.  It involves combining 3 liquids 

to see what happens.  We will com-

plete the semester by discussing how 

energy flows through an ecosystem 

and is used up. We will do a  hands 

on project to show energy flow Dec 6 

through Dec 9, 2016 called Hoo Eats 

Who?   

We will then review for the semester 

test and take our 1st semester test 

beginning Tuesday Dec 13, 2016 with 

the Essay portion, and take the mul-

tiple choice part Dec 14 or 15, 2016. 

Math is covering multistep equations 

and looking forward to functions. 

In US History we are finishing up the 

American Civil War, and will begin 

preparing for our semester final.  

In Language 

Arts Team 

Bigfoot is just 

finishing up 

Benchmarks, 

learning how 

to write for-

mal letters 

and getting 

ready to re-

search how 

the Titanic 

8TH GRADE TEAM TITANS VISITS TECH KNOW ZONE 

to seeing you all back in January to 

start the last half of your middle 

school journey. 

In US history we finished with the 

beginnings of government and are 

moving west. We will be learning 

about Manifest Destiny and the Unit-

ed States passion for westward ex-

pansion. As we take the journey from 

sea to shining sea, students will be 

learning about the War of 1812 and 

the impact of nationalism.  

In English class we finished up a unit 

on argumentative writing in the first 

half of November. We were then able 

to analyze Edgar Allen Poe's, "The 

Tell-Tale Heart". After reading we 

wrote pieces from different perspec-

tives and created newspaper pages. 

Students have also been reviewing 

language standards in preparation 

for our second interim assessment. In 

December 

we will re-

view in-

formative 

writing and 

work on 

several 

short nar-

rative piec-

es. Please 

encourage 

your stu-

dent to 

bring their planner home and share 

with you what they are doing in class. 

We hope everyone has a safe and 

restful holiday break and look for-

ward to an even more productive and 

exciting Spring Semester. 

In Reading, we have been reviewing 

for the district benchmark.  Students 

have been working on word parts, 

verbals, connotation, active and pas-

sive voice, genres, main idea, author’s 

purpose, and point of view.  Students 

may practice any of these skills at 

home with USA Test Prep. As always, 

Reading Plus is available for extra 

reading practice at home. 

Make sure your student is preparing 

for their semester test in science by 

studying the online materials.  

The eight grade Team Titans visited 

Great Plains Career Tech and experi-

enced the "Tech Know Zone". TKZ is 

a career exploration event that lets 

students get hands-on experiences in 

six different Career Tech areas in-

cluding Automotive Services and Vid-

eo Production. Other exploration are-

as include Pre-Engineering, HVAC, 

Electrical and Carpentry, Health, and 

Criminal Justice.  

In math, we will be wrapping up the 

interim assessments on December 

2nd.  Hopefully, all children are show-

ing positive growth.  The assessment 

will give us good feedback on what 

areas we need to concentrate on as 

we prepare for the end of the first 

semester.  After we finish the assess-

ment, we will head into inequalities 

and Pythagorean theorem to finish off 

the semester.  I want to take this 

time to wish all of my students and 

their families happy holidays and a 

safe break.  I will be looking forward 
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Teachers Teach ... Students Learn ... It's Our Future 

meeting, students will be given 

a packet with instructions, due 

dates, teacher recommendation 

forms, and a personal infor-

mation form.   

GT 

Pull Outs for December are 

during 5th and 6th Hours.   

Seventh Grade will be Thurs-

NJHS 

The NJHS had a great trip to 

the Science Museum of Okla-

homa.  The Da Vinci Exhibit 

was amazing and the members 

had a great time.   

The Chapter has provided sev-

eral opportunities for commu-

nity service hours.  We are re-

doing the planting beds in the 

front of the school.   We also 

had a clean up the grounds day 

around CMS.  We will be help-

ing the library set up for the 

Book Fair.   

How to join National Junior 

Honor Society.  The first step 

is to get a GPA of 3.85.  (That’s 

basically just one B in regular 

classes.)  You will receive a no-

tice about an information 

meeting.  At the information 

day, December 1.  Eighth 

Grade will be Friday, Decem-

ber 2.  Sixth Grade will be 

Monday, December 5. 

PullOuts for January are 1st 

and 2nd Hours.  Tuesday, Jan-

uary 10 will be 7th Grade.  

Wednesday, January 11 will be 

8th Grade.  Friday, January 13 

will be 6th Grade. 

Academic Team 

Academic Team meets on Mon-

days from 3:20 to 4:15.  The 

first meet will be at Eisenhow-

er Middle School,  January 11 

at 4:00.  

NJHS & GT NEWS 

2016 A-F School Report Card  

Parents are encouraged to access the Lawton Pub-

lic Schools Website and view our 2016 School A-F 

Report Cards.  The Lawton School Report 

Cards are available at the following website ad-

dress:  http://afreportcards.ok.gov/ 

  

If you do not have internet access at your home, 

you may request a copy of the school report card at 

the principal’s office. 

We ’re  o n  F ace bo o k  

 

F ace book. com/

la wtonce nt ral ms  

From the CMS Family to Your Family 

… we wish you the Happiest of  Holidays!  

Central Middle School Is A Successful Title I School 

http://afreportcards.ok.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/lawtoncentralms
https://www.facebook.com/lawtoncentralms
https://www.facebook.com/lawtoncentralms

